Approved ForBelease 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP79¢00937A000500030W¢]

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

19 November 1957

Staff Memorandum #51-57

SUBJECT: Terms of Reference: NIE 62~58: THAIL.ND

ls An estimate on Thailand was placed on the tentative list of
the current Bstimates Program.with a note to the effect that an estimate
"on Thailand's future orientation and stability following the recent
coup will probably be necossary within the next few months." The staff
now proposes that this papor bo scheduled for the scecond quarter 1958 -
In order to provide ample timo for tho lovying of any necossary

requirecments on Embassy Bangkok and for rosearch within OIRA; we suggost

that tho Board act on the atbtachod Terms of Roforence at an wvarly,
25X1A%9a

convonient datos

DOCUMENT NO. 5 5
NG GHANGE IN CLASS.
.mﬂ-' {1 DECLASSIFIED
7 T oo ey CLASS. CHANGED TO: TS s@
EXT REVIEW DATE: 1490
AUTH: HR70-2 V'

DATEﬁ\ﬂ-l{fB&HEWMH:OOﬂMé

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500030004-1




Approved For Rglease 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500030004-1

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

19 Novembor 1957

SUBJECT: TERMS OF REFERENCE: NIE 62-58: THATLAND

(Note: NIE 62-57, "Probable Dovelopments in Thailand", publishod
18 Junc 1957, is cut of date as a raesult of the army coup of 16 Soptonber
and subscquont dovolopments. Now national clections aro now schedulod
for Docember, 1957. Tha purposo of this ostimatc is to analyzco tha
intornal politieal situation in Thailand and, in light of tho now situation,
to reoxomine tho country'!s prospects for political stability and its

probable international orientation ovar tho next year or two.)

THE PROBLEM

To cstimato tho probable dovelopments in Thailand over tho ngxt year

or two.
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anmiiRph——
QUEST IONS

I. THE PCLITICAL SITUATION

1. Analyzo the present ruling group in torms of its prospects,
strongth and woakness. What is its rolo in tho political situation?
Is 1t a forco for political stability or for political dissention? Who
aro its lcading personalitics? What is tho position of Sarit? What
cliques oxist within the ruling group, Is it likely to split up? If
so, why and what clique or individuals would pfo_bably cmorge on top?
What aro tho provailing attitudes within the ruling growp toward Sarit,
Phibun, Phao, Pridi, tho Monarchy, thc "Royalists", tho loft=wing groups
in Thailand? H:.s thoro been any chango in tho oxtent or naturae of

corruption in governmont sinco tho now ruling group came into power?

2. What is tho presont role of such groups as tho "Royalists", tho
intelloctuals, and the civil scrvico? What are thoir prospocts as a
political force? What is tho role of tho King in the intornal political
situation? Is the rolo of public opinion and tho press becoming more

important? If so, why and in what way?

3s What is tho oriontation, presont rolo, and strongth of tho major

political partios? Who aro thoir londors and what aro thoir connactions
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with tho ruling group? What aro the futurc prospects for thesc political
partics and tholir lcaders. Aro political partiocs becoming moro important

in Thai politics?

Li» What sipgnificant tronds wero roveoaled by tho rocont olcctions?
Worae thoy froo and hosost olections? If not, to what oxtont and in what
way weoro thoy corrupt? What is the composition of Parliamont (chart)?
Is the Parliament playing, or likely to play, a morce important role in

Thal politics. If so, why and in what way?

5. What is tho extent and nature of public support for the government?
Has tho now ruling group takon any action to moct the basic causos of public
dissatisfaction with tho governmont that were manifosted during the
February 1957 clection campaign? If sd, what and how.offectivo arc tho
moeasuros? What are the prospeets for stable govornment? What are tho
throaté to the present ruling groupts continued contrcel of the govornment?
If the presont ruling group is ousted, what individuals or groups are

likely to come to power?

6. UWhat is the Communist situation? What has boon the impact of tho
Communists and thao loftewing on tho political situation? What are the
tronds in strength, offcctivonoss, and influcnce of the Communists and the

lofb-wing?

n3~

SECRET
Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500030004-1



Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA-RDP79TQQ937A000500030004-1

SECRET

7« What political and sccurity probloms arc raised by racial
minoritics, ospocially tho Overscas Chinesc? By provincial intercsts?
What arec the government!s policiocs toward thesa problems and the prospocts

for ovarcoming them?

II, THE ECONOMIC SITUATION

8« Have there beon any significant shifts in Thailand®s oconomic
situation since the last estimato? If so, oxplain thom in torms of causa
and significanco., To what oxtont arc thoy a consoequerico of the rocont

political devolepmonts?

9« What is the attitude of the government and of the ruling group
toward Thailand's cconomic probloms? What is the economic outlook For
Thailand? Is the economic situation likoly to affect Thailandl's political

- sltuation or ibs intornaticnal oricntation? If so, in what way?

ITT. SECURITY FCRCES

10e What are the strengths, woaknesses, and capabilitiocs of the
armed ferces, including the polico, with rospect to intornal subversion

or uprising? What rospoet to defonso against oxternal arpression?
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1ls What role do the military and police forees play in the Thai
political situation? How havo the rocont politicai dovelopmonts affoctod
the political roles of tho militéry'and police forecos? Arc thoropevidoncos
of unrest or dissatisfaction with tho governmont or the promont ruling

group within the sceurity forces? If so, what are the likoly conscquences?

IV, INTERNATIONAL CRIENTATION

12, What is Thailand!'s goneral international oricntation and tho
principal factors dotermining it? To what extont and in what way is it
changed or likoly to be changed by the now government and rulin: sroup?
What trends in Thalland!s intornational orientation are likely over tho

noxt year v two?

134 What aro the trends in opinion ameng govornment loadeors and tho

public concerning nceutralism, Communism, SEATO, and Communist China?

1llis Havo thore boon any significant chanpos since the last estimato
in tho Thai government's rolaticns with the Sino=Soviet Blce? The countrics
of non-Communist Asia? What chanpges have takon placo, and why? What aro
the likely dovalopments in these relations over the noxt year or two?

What are Thail ruactlons to recont dovelopmonts in Lacs, Cambodia, and Burma?
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15« What is the status of Thai-US rolations? What are tho Thai

complaints or sources of dissatisfaction with tho prosent rcelationship?
Dogs the praesent ruling grouwp, or important membors of it, have any spocial
dissatisfaction with the US or i‘cs policics? What changes arc likely in
Thai-US rolations ovar the next year or two and what arc their probabla
causés? What would ba the probablo offoet if the US rocognized Communist

China or acquioseccd in its admission to tho UN?
L.

V.  POST MORTEM

le What major intellisoneco deficicncios exist in our coverage of

Thailand?

VI, VALIDITY STUDY

1, Assess tho conclusions and major sactions of NIE 62-57 for
validity? In thosc Instancos where the ostimatoed orroed, what was tho

cause?

-6~
SECRET

nrmEE T T T M _?

o

Approved For Release 2000/08/07 CIA RDP79T00937A000500030004 1



